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Hanukkah Explained by Christians 



Alexander the Great’s Empire 
The Shaggy Goat  - Daniel 8:5-14, 21-25 



History Leading to Hanukkah 

• Alexander the Great dies in 323 BC. 

• His empire is divided between his four generals: 
Ptolemy, Selucus, Cassander, Lysimachus. 

• Of the four Hellenistic kingdoms, two fought for 
control over Israel: Ptolemaic Egypt (king of the 
south), and Seleucid Syria (king of the north).  

• The separate kingdoms flourished in education, but 
internal rivalries led to the fall of each to Rome, 
(Pompey made Syria a Roman province in 64 BC 
and Cleopatra was last Ptolemy, 51-30 BC). 

 



The Empire Divided 
Daniel 11 – The Kings of the South and North 



Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) 
The Little Horn in Daniel 8 & 11 

• In 200 BC, Israel was captured from the Ptolemies 
and came under control of the Seleucids. 

• Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) ruled Seleucid Syria 
from 175-164 BC. 

• He called himself, “Epiphanes” which means 
“manifest” since he claimed to be the 
manifestation of Zeus (Jupiter).  

• His enemies called him, “Epimanes” which meant 
“madman.” 

 

 



Desecration of the Temple 

• In 174 BC, Jason (pro-Greek) bribed Antiochus for the 
high priesthood from his brother Onias III. He built 
Gymnasium. Hellenism was adopted by many in Israel. 

• In 171 BC, Menelaus bought the priesthood away from 
Jason, but in 169 Jason tries to regain control. As 
punishment, Antiochus pillages Jerusalem and Temple. 

• In 168 BC, Antiochus campaigned against Egypt but 
was forced out by a delegation from Rome.  

• Returning home he desecrated the Temple of God and 
forced the worship of his gods.  



On December 25th, 
167 BC, a pig was 
sacrificed to Zeus in 
the Temple of 
YHWH. (Daniel 9:27, 
11:31 and 12:11)  
 
NIV Archaeological 
Study Bible, p1406. 



Antiochus Epiphanes 

1 Maccabees 1:41-62 

• Forbid Shabbat, the festivals, and offerings at Temple and 
defiled priests and the  sanctuary. 

• He appointed inspectors over all the people and commanded 
the towns of Judah to offer sacrifices to idols, and to sacrifice 
and eat swine and other unclean animals. 

• Anyone found possessing the book of the covenant, or 
anyone who adhered to the Torah, was condemned to death. 

• He put to death the women who had their children 
circumcised, …and they hung the infants from their mothers’ 
necks. 

• Attacked devout Jews on Shabbat. (1 Macc. 2:38) 

 



The Maccabees 
• Greek soldiers came to Modin and offered Mattathias money 

and a noble title if he would offer up a sacrifice to their gods. 

• Mattathias slew Greek officer and apostate Jew (civil war) and 
lead a Jewish rebellion with his five sons in the Judean hills. 

• After Mattathias’ death, Judah took charge and became 
known as Maccabbee, or “Hammer.” He read Dan. 11:32 
before starting, and therefore knew he could win. 

• Maccabee is also an acronym for the first letters of  

 “Mi Chamocha Ba’elim Adonai.”  

 Who is like you, O Lord, amongst the gods? 

• Through Guerrilla warfare, they won their freedom three 
years later. Mattathias’ family (Hasmoneans) then ruled over 
Israel until the Romans. 



Rededication of the Temple 

• Kislev 25th – regained the Temple mount 

• They cleansed the temple and moved the 
stones of the altar of burnt offering until a 
prophet should arise (1 Maccabees 4:36-46).* 

• May have been a late celebration of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which is eight days. 

• Only Talmud mentions the miracle of oil 
lasting eight days. (Shabbat 21B). 

 

 



Other Heroes of Hanukkah 

• 2 Maccabees and 4 Maccabees 

– Martyrdom of Rabbi Eleazar  

Refused to eat swine flesh or pretend to do so. 

– Martyrdom of Hannah’s seven sons  

Tortured each son progressively worse from oldest 
to youngest in the sight of the mother and brothers. 

• Yehudit (Judith) 

– Heroine like Jael the wife of Heber, Judges 4:17-24 



Hebrews 11:36-38 

 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned 
to death, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented—38 of whom the world was not 
worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground. 



Hanukkah and Christmas 
• If it weren’t for Maccabees and Hanukkah, there would have 

been no Christmas. The Greeks would have taken over and 
assimilated the Jews in Judea and Jesus would not have been 
born. However, we believe that the Lord was conceived at 
Hanukkah, calculated by Luke. 

 

• Christmas is still a great time to share the good news, but 
Yeshua shouldn’t look foreign to the Jewish people. We 
should point all believers in Yeshua to the Feast of Tabernacles 
when Jesus was more likely born and how Hanukkah is 
relevant too. The Biblical Holidays are all prophetic of Yeshua’s 
first and second coming.  



Christmas Explained by Jews 



Daniel Predicted Messiah’s Arrival 

• Messiah would arrive 69 sevens (483 years) after Cyrus’ 
decree to rebuild Jerusalem. – Dan. 9:25, Isa. 44:28; 45:13) 

• Messiah would bring atonement  
– Daniel 9:24 & Isaiah 53:11 

• Messiah would be cut off   
– Daniel 9:26 & Isaiah 53:8 

• Jerusalem and Temple would be destroyed again 
– Daniel 9:26, Matthew 23:37-39 

 
The wise men of the east may have brought Daniel’s wealth 
(gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh) to Yeshua. – Matt. 2:11 



Yeshua and Hanukkah 
*Remember the stones of the altar until a prophet should arise? 

Yochanan/John 10:22-33 (Complete Jewish Bible) 
Then came Chanukkah in Yerushalayim. It was winter, and Yeshua 
was walking around inside the Temple area, in Shlomo's Colonade. So 
the Judeans surrounded him and said to him, ‘’How much longer are 
you going to keep us in suspense? If you are Messiah, tell us 
publicly!”  
Yeshua answered them, "I have already told you, and you don't trust 
me. The works I do in my Father's name testify on my behalf; but the 
reason you don't trust is that you are not included among my sheep. 
My sheep listen to my voice, I recognize them, they follow me, and I 
give them eternal life. They will absolutely never be destroyed, and 
no one will snatch them from my hands. My Father, who gave them 
to me, is greater than all; and no one can snatch them from the 
Father's hand. I and the Father are one.”  
And they took up the stones to stone him… 
 



It Will Happen Again… 
Antiochus is a type of Antichrist to come. 

Matthew 24:15-21 

“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the 
abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through 
the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one 
on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of 
the house. Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 
How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women 
and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take 
place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be 
great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world 
until now—and never to be equaled again.”  



It Will Happen Again… 

Antiochus is a type of Antichrist to come. 
 

Fulfilled by Antiochus: 

Daniel 11:29-35, [36-39 Overlap] 

 

Will be fulfilled by Antichrist: 

Daniel 11:40-45, Matt. 24 



Hanukkah and the Last days 
 



Hanukkah and the Last days 



Martyred…like Hannah’s sons 

"ISIS turned up and they said to the children, 
'you say the words that you will follow 
Muhammad.' The Children, all under 15, said, 
'no, we love Yasua [Jesus]. We have always loved 
Yasua. We have always followed Yasua. Yasua 
has always been with us.'" White said. "[The 
Militants] said, 'say the words!' [The Children] 
said, 'no, we can't do that.' They chopped all 
their heads off." 

 



Revelation 20:4 

Then I saw thrones, and people sat upon them—
those to whom authority to judge was 
given. And I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded because of their testimony 
for Yeshua and because of the word of God. 
They had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
nor had they received his mark on their 
forehead or on their hand. And they came to 
life and reigned with the Messiah for a thousand 
years. 



The Menorah 

• Lighting differed- Hillel vs. Shammai 

• Shamash (servant) candle: Prophetic 
of Yeshua 

• Each night, light the newest (left-
most) candle first and continue 
lighting from left to right.  

• (We add lights to the menorah from 
right to left, while we light from left 
to right.) 

• Display in window for others to see 

 



The Dreidel 

• Gambling was okay, used it to hide that they 
were studying Torah. 

• Nes Gadol Hayah Sham – A Great Miracle 
Happened There. 

• Nun – none  

• Gimmel – get all 

• Hey – half 

• Shin – put in 

 

 



Other Festivities 

• Food cooked in oil: Latkes (Potato pancakes) 
and Sufganiot (Jam donuts)  

• Songs: “Maoz Tzur Yeshuati” 

• Chanukah Plays of the Maccabees 

• Presents- this seems to have become a 
competition with Christmas. 
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